whence the Male its felf was produced. iSb that the 
firft effential beginnings of things which are incom- 
prehensibly fmall, will be always hidden from us. 



IV. Tart of a Letter from Sir R. B. S.RS. to 
Dr. Lifter, concerning the Giants Caufway in 
the County of Atrial iu Ireland. 

Old B awn y Apr. 24, 1693;. 
Concerning the Giants Caufey, Prolixity 



in a Philofophical Defcription Fm fore you'i pardon ; y 
for I was very exadSr in getting it from a perfon that was 
rei compos , perhaps peritus ; a Scholar ( a Mafter of 
Arts in Cambridge) and a Traveller, who went on pur- 
pofe the laft Summer with the prelent Biiliop of Deny 
to fee it. It is in the County of Antrim, about 7 Miles 
Eaft of Colram, and 31 Miles to the Eaft of the mouth 
of the River of Derry. The Coaft there is a very great 
height frdm the Sea," but rifing gradually on the Land 
fide to the edge of the Precipice, it is all covered with 
an excellent fwtet Grafc; when you come to the Pre- 
cipice, there is no going down there it is fo perpendicu- 
larly fleep, but with much Labour and fbme Hazard k 
may be cMmb'd up. By other ways and windings one 
comes down to the Strand; in which, from the foot of 
this Precipice, there runs out Northward, into the Main 
Ocean, a raifed Caufway of about 8o foot broad,, and 
about xo foot high above the reft of the St rand} its fides 
are perpendicular, it went on above two hundred foot 
to the Sea- Water ; that is, it was Co far in view j- but as 



C 709 ) 

lie was there told, it did not advance much farther, un- 
der the Superficies of the Water. This whole Caufway 
confifts all of Pillars of perpendicular Cylinders, Hexa- 
goaes and Pentagones, of about 18 and 10 Inches Di~ 
arneter, but fo juilly (hot one by another, that not any 
thing, thicker than a Knife will enter between the fides of 
the Pillars. The Pillars do not confift of Joints, as you. 
were informed, but each Cylinder is one fblid piece, on- 
ly indeed in breaking it breaks croft* wile or Horizontal- 
ly, and not length* wife, which we commonly call Split- 
ting • and it is by its thus breaking, that the Texture of 
the middle, of the Cautway is difcovered j for pieces 
have been broken from many of the Cylinders thai^ 
are in the middle, (pieces of unequal lengths) where- 
by one fees (lb-deep)- the perpendicular fides and edges 
o£ the circumjacent Cylinders, [Pardon the Impropri- 
ety of the Word.] 

That the Cylinders do not confift of Joints,is manifeft 
from this, that the pieces fo broken off, have their bot- 
toms as often convex, or concave as flat and even ; and 
many fuchr pieces there are lying Joofe upon* the Sand c£ 
the Shore, which the Sea has wafhed down from it^. 
\Vhen one walks upon the Sand below it, the fide of this 
Caufway has its Face all in Angles* the feveral Cylinders, 
having fome two, forftc three ot their fides open to view. 
This Gentleman, tho' he had no Notion of Aftroites, yet. 
believes them all to be natural, becaufe there is no other 
fort of Stone or Rock there : Nay, that very vaft high 
Precipice does confift all of Cylinders j.. thoTome ihort- 
er and fome longer (whereby you may now underftand^ 
it not impoflible to climb it up, as by Heps, thoHrre- 
gular ones) and all the Stones that one lees onthatCoaft. 
whether fingle or in Clutters* or that rife up anywhere. 
out of the Sand, are all Cylinders, tho of never £c> dif* 
Cerent Angles 1 for there are alfo four-fquared upon tte- 
fitme Shorel This Caufway runs out into the Northern- 
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Ocean, having no Land over agdnft it any where. This 
is all I can now tell you of it, and from this imperfed; 
Defcriptio.ii you may form what Queries you think fit. 
I dare not promife you that I Hiall go to fee it this Sum- 
mer (it being full Sevenfcore Miles off) tho' I have a 
great Temptation as well as Defire fo to do ; hut if I 
do not, I can get your Queries wel anfwered upon the 
place. 




Vt the Relation of a Storm of Thunder, Light- 
ning and Hail at Oundle in Northam* 
ptonfliire on the aoth of March itfpf. By 
Mr. W. R. 

HE Day on which the Storm happened was the 
zoth of March ; the Day was ftormy, as the 
Weather Iiad been fomeJdme before; but about eight at 
Night there arofe" a very violent Guft of Wind, at 
South-Weft^ which Med an hour and half, till the Thun- 
«der-ciap was over, during which time it rained very fa ft. 
A quarter of an hour, or thereabouts, after Nine, fell a 
mighty Storm of "Hail intermixed with Rain, which lay 
very white, and fbfrie depth on the ground, and to me 
appeared to have Snow mixed with it. During that 
Storm happened the Lightnings > which were but two 
Fiafhes, but very violent and ftrang- $ it had hailed near 
a quarter of an hour before the Lightning j it was ex- 
traordinary blew, and of a Sulphureous Smell. It 
feemed to.ftand ftill in theHoufe fome considerable time, 
and was fo great,that a Gentleman who fat below flairs, 
thought that the Houfe had been on Fire above, and 

that 



